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The Impossible 
Puzzle

Shipbuilding at Dakota Creek Shipyard

•

A Brooks Jensen Arts Publication
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Shipbuilding.

Imagine a jigsaw puzzle that is 300 feet long …

and weighs 5,400 tons …

 … once you've assembled it. 

Shipbuilding is like that.
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It starts with piles of cut steel, shaped to a tolerance of 1/32", 
each weighing more than a man can handle, 

no two of them exactly alike. 
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No straight lines, no flat pieces.  
Instead, they are rounded like the waves, curved like the earth.
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I’ve been photographing in the shipyard for years. I’m captivated by the 
cryptic notes, drawing, marker points, measurements, and comments found 
here and there on the steel. To my untrained eye, they are all hieroglyphics, 
but to the shipbuilders I suspect they are the keys to the puzzle.
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The tons of steel, equipment, and engines will float, 
when the shipbuilders are done; even more, it will move and work. 

This simply cannot be done — except that they do it.  
It’s either magic or skill, or perhaps both.
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Brooks Jensen is a fine-art photographer, 
publisher, workshop teacher, and writer. In his 
personal work he specializes in small prints, hand-
made artist’s books, and digital media publications. 

He and his wife (Maureen Gallagher) are the owners, co-found-
ers, editors, and publishers of the award winning LensWork, one 
of today’s most respected and important periodicals in fine art 
photography. With subscribers in 73 countries, Brooks’ impact 
on fine art photography is truly world-wide. His long-running 

podcasts on art and photography are heard over the Internet by thousands every day. 
All 900+ podcasts are available at LensWork Online, the LensWork membership website. 
LensWork Publishing is also at the leading edge in multimedia and digital media publishing 
with LensWork Extended — a PDF based, media-rich expanded version of the magazine. 

Brooks is the author of seven best-selling books about photography and creativity: Letting Go 
of the Camera (2004); The Creative Life in Photography (2013); Single Exposures (4 books in a 
series, random observations on art, photography and creativity); and Looking at Images 
(2014); as well as a photography monograph, Made of Steel (2012). His next book will be 
Those Who Inspire Me (And Why). A free monthly compilation of of this image journal, Kokoro, 
is available for download.
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